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AN ACT to amend sections 71-1,133 to 71-1,136, Reissue
Revised Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, relating
to the practice of optometry; t6 redefine a
term; to provide exceptions; to change license
requirenents; to provide for pharmaceutical
agents as prescribed; to change accreditation
requirements of schools of optometry; and to
repeal the original sections.

Be it enacted by the people of the State of Nebraska,

Section 1. That section FA=15133 Reissue
Revised Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read as
follows:

7¥=1,133. For the . purpose of this. act, - the
fotitowing-ctasses-—-of--persons--shati--pe--desnad--to--he
engaged-in-the-sractice-of-optonetrys---{3)--Persons--who
enpisy-any-aeans-sther-than-druqgs-for-the-neasurenent--of
the-powers-of-viston-of-the-human-eyes;-and-adap=--itenses
for-atding-the-sanes-{2y-persons-who-atiow-the-subitec--ts
use-any-mechanicat-device-for-such-pursesess oractice of
optometry is defined as_being one _ar a combination of the
following, without the use 9of surgerv:

(1) The examination of the human eye and__vision
system_including measurament Of the power _of vision_ _by
the esaployment of procedurss, instcuments, devices, and
pharmaceutical ajents_topically apolied, for the _purpose
ot

abnormal conditioas;

{2) The treatzent of the human eve and vision
System by prescribing or adapting _of_ _spectacls _lenses,
contact lenses, or other ophthalmic devices, or vision
training, _excent _the use of pharmaceutical agents,
topically applied shall be for diagnostic purposas__only;
or

(3) persons—whe-publicty-profess The acts of any
person_professing to be optomesrists an optometrist and

to--assume assuming the duties incident to that
profession.

Sec. 2. That section 71-1,134, Reissue Revised
Statutes of VYebraska, 1943, be amended to read as
follows:
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71-1,134. Seectiton-F3-47433 This act shall not be
construed to (1) include the--f9iiswing-—-ciassess-—-{4)
Merehants nerchants or dealers who sell glasses as
merchandise in an established place of businessy or_ _¥ho
sell contact lenses _from _a__prescription for _contact
lenses written by an optometrist oc_a person licensed _to
practice medicine and surgery and who do not prtofess to
be optometrists or practice optometry as herein defined
in section 71-1,133, Reissue Revised Statutes of
Nebraska, 1943, s--and--{2)--ticensed--practitioners--of
medieitne or (2) restrict, expand, or OQtherwise _alter
practices or_acts governed by other statutes.

- 8ec. 3. That sectiom 71-1,135, Reissue Revised
Statutes of Nepraska, 1943, be amended to read as
follows:

71-1,138. Zvery applicant £for a license to
practice optometry shall: {ir--present---satisfactory
evidence-oi—the-coapietion—of—a—Qou:-yea:—~=ou::e--gﬂ--an
aceredited-high-schoetj-or-an-equivatent-thereto--zs--the
teru-eqnivaient-has-been-heretofo:e-deEined-in-thib——aetf
{2y-present (1) _Present proof that he or _she is a
graduate of an accredited school or collede of gptometrys;
and <3y (2) pass an examination approved by the Board _of
Examiners_in Optometry. preseribed--by--the--board--of
exnminers-in-subject3-of-theorstic-—optometry;--theoretis
opeics7—-p:sct£eai——epeicsy—--anatony7-——physieisqy---and
opthaimotogys

Sec. 4. For the purpgses of this acgt, _unless
the context otherwise requires, _pharmaceutical _agents
shall mean anesthetics, cvcloplegics, and mydriatics.

Sec. 5. Mo optometrist _presently _licensed in
this state shall use oharmaceutical agents _in the
practice of optometrv_unless _such nerson subaits__to the
Board of Zxaminers_in Optometry evidence of satisfactory
complation of all aducational requirements as adopted by
the deparctment upon the recommendation of the _Board of
Sxaminers_in _Optometry, and has _been certified by the
department upon the recommendation _of the_ _Board _of
Examiners in Optometry as qualified to use pharmaceutical
agents for diagnostic purposes.

S8ec. 6. No course or__courses__in _pharmacology
shall be approved by the depactment upon the
recommendation of the Board _of Examiners _in _Optometry
unless taught by an _institution which is_accredited by _a
Cegional or professional accrediting _organization which
is recognized by the Council on Postsecondary
Accreditation of the United States Office of =ducation _or
its successors and_the transcript _credit for the _course
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or_courses_is_certified to_the board by the institutior.

Sec. 7. In issuing a_ license _of renewal, the
board shall state whether such__person_ _licensed _in _the
prcactice _of ootometry has _Lteen certified to use
pharmaceutical agents for_diagnostic_ourposes.

Sec. 8. That section 71-1,136, Reissue Revised
Statutes of VNebraska, 1943, be amended to read as
follows:

Ti%1,136, No school of optometry shall be
approved by the Department of Health as an accredited
school unless said school {4y-requires-for-graduation—-or
any-degree;-the-conpietion-of-a-course-of-study--covering
a-period-of-at-ieast-three-schooi-yvears—-sf-—pine-—-months
each-year-of-actuat-contianous-attendances—-{2r--requires
for-—adatasion-—~at-—-1east-—tuyo-—years--eredie---Eron--—an
aceredited-cotieqe-or-tniverstty-of-this--or--some--other
states—{3)—-pubiitshes-in-a-regutariy--issued--catatog--the
requirements-—-for--qraduation--and--degrees---as---herein
specifiedr--and--{4)» 1is accredited by a_ _regional _or
professional accrediting orgacization which is _recognized
by _the Council on_Postsecondary _Accreditation of the
United States Qffice of Education, or its successors.
the-€ouncti--on--gptonetrie--Sdnecatton-—of--the—-ineriecan
Optometrie—-issociations

Sete" 9 Thats "original: ‘sectionSv 7 1=1) 1334 %o
71-1,136, Reissue Revised Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, are
repealed.



